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Tor the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

TWELFTH REPORT FROM THE COMMTS- 
SIONEBS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCA- 
TION IN IRELAND. 

Act 46 Geo. III. 

CLASSICAL-SCHOOLS OF PRIVATE lOON- 
OATIOH. 

I.ismore School. 
Bandon School. 
Kingsale School. 
Castlebar School. 
Charleville School. 
Lifford School. 
Clonakilty School. 
RathfarnhamSchool, 



W^ 



Clonmel School. 
Carrickmacross 

School. 
Kilkenny College. 
Middleton School. 
Corporation School, 

Waterferd. 
Pundalk School. 

Ordered, by the Home of Commons, 
to be printed, 1st May, 1812. 

TO HIS OHACE CHARLES DUKX OF 
RICHMOND AND LENOX, LORD LIEU- 
TENANT GENERAL, AND GENERAL 
COVEBNOR OF IRELAND, &C., &C. 

May it please your Grace, 
r£ the undersigned Commission- 
ers, appointed for inquiring 
into the several funds and revenues 
granted for the purposes of Educa- 
tion, and into the state and condi- 
tion, of all schools in Ireland, upon 
public or charitable foundations, in 
pursuance of the powers vested in 
us, beg leave to sabmit to your 
Grace our Report upon the following 
Classical Schools of private founda- 
tion in Ireland. 

CloAmel School. 
This school was endowed in the 
year 1685, by Richard Moore Esq., 
and Stephen his son ; who, on the 
7th of Mjiy, in the year aforesaid, 
conveyed certain lands in the Coun- 
ty of Tipperary to Charles Alcock, 
and Thomas Batty, Esqrs., their 
heirs and assigns, to the intent, that 
a free-school should be erected in 
the town of Clonmel, for the educa- 
tion and teaching of all the Protes- 
tant children, gratis ; and in trust, 
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that they employ the yearly rents 
arising from the said lands in main- 
taining the said school ; and the said 
deed empowered James Duk& of 
Ormond, the said Richard Moore 
and Stephen Moore, Esqrs., or their 
heirs, and the Mayor of Clonmel, 
or any two of them, to appoint and 
change the master or masters of the 
said school, as they shall think fit 
and convenient. And it sljould 
seem, that there were other limita- 
tions respecting the patronage of 
the said school, as will appear in 
the subsequent part of this Report. 
This endowment consists of 370 
acres of land in the county of Tip- 
perary,. and of a very old school- 
house in the town of Clonmel, which 
the present master, the Rev. Richard 
Carey, upon his examination before 
us,, (nth May, 1809,) declared to 
be capable of accommodating forty 
boarders, but to be at present in 
such very bad repair, as to require 
several hundred pounds to be ex- 
pended upon it, to make it fit for 
the reception of resident pupils. 
Mr. Carey having purchased from a 
Mr. Watts, who had been, in 1773, 
joint-master with him his interest 
in the income of tte school for £ 870, 
was appointed sole master of this 
school in the year 1777, by the then 
Earl of Mountcashei, the descen- 
dant of the founder, and the mayor 
of Clonmel, the trustees of the en- 
dowment. It appears, that the lands 
which belong to this roundation were 
leased in the year 1788, by the then 
I5arl of Mountcashei, and the Mayor 
of Clonmel, to Edward Collins, Esq. 
for three lives or 52 years, which 
ever should last the lougf st, at the 
yearly rent of 200/. (subject to a 
quit-rent of 51. l-is. ptr annum,} 
which rent was very much under 
their real value ; for it appears, that 
in five years after this lease was 
made, Mr. Collins let the lands to a 
Mr. Maher, for the remainder of his 
A a 
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term, at 400/. per annum. It fur- 
ther, appeared, from the examina- 
tion of the master. Mr Carey, that 
he having been appornted bv the 
paid Earl of M<)untcashel and Mayor 
pf Clonmel, and being removable 
at their pleasure, did acquiesce in 
the said lease till about the year 
1801, when the patronage of this 
school haying been, as Mr. Carey 
has stated to us, transferred from 
the Mountcashel family to John 
Bagwell, Esq , by the sale of the 
estate to which it was appendant, 
Mr Carey commenced a suit in 
chancery, with the approbation of 
the present patron, to set aside the 
«aid lease It appears, that this 
suit at law has been carried on at 
the sole expense of the master, and 
that it was lately determined, by the 
chancellor's decree, that the lease 
to Edward Collins, Esq. should be 
set aside; but that tJie under lease 
made by him to Mr. Maher should 
be confirmed for the residue of his 
term, of which, as we are informed, 
about 30 years are unexpired, and 
two of the lives still in being. The 
present income, therefore, which 
the master derives (rom the estates 
of the endowment, is 400/. per an- 
num, but Mr. Carey has stated their 
present value to be about 700/. per 
annum. 

With respect to the present state 
<f the school itself, we find that Mr. 
Care}- has not at present any board- 
ers; but he states, that at tormer 
periods he has often had forty; his 
number of .scholars, when we exa- 
Tnined him, consisted of 2! day- 
scholars, rnost of whom are Roman 
Catholics. One only of his boys is 
a free-scholar; six of his pupils are 
the tions of freemen of the town of 
Clonmcl, and as such are entitled, 
under the original grant, to iheir 
education gratis, but their parents 
being persons in good cir>omslances, 
do not claim the privilege. The 



terms of tuition for day scholars 
are 4 guineas per annum, and I 
guinea entrance; the cour^ie ot eilu- 
cation is confined to the Classics. 
No assistants are kept by Mr Carey, 
nor is there any provision for in- 
struction in writing and alithmeMc, 
&c. in this establishment, for it ap- 
pears that there is an En^'lish and 
writing school in the town of Clon- 
mel, to which Mr. Carey's schmars 
resort; and he has further staled to 
us, that there is not much demand 
for cla.ssical instruction in Clonmel, 
although the town is rich and poou- 
lous, most of the inhabitants prcr 
ferring to educate their children for 
trade and business. There do not 
appear to be any statutes or regula- 
tions for the goverimient of this 
school, nor i.s there at present any 
visitor to examine into its niaiiHge- 
ment. The master, hwwever, by th© 
original grant, is reniovabie at plea- 
sure There is not any fund or pro- 
vision for the repairs of the school- 
house, (which is a very extensive 
concern,) except what the master- 
pleases lo appropriate out of his au- 
nuai income lor that purpose. 

Carrickmacross School. 

This school, which is also a clas- 
sical one, was fouiideci in the year 
1611, by Lord Weymouth 'Th* 
endowment consists of a house, and 
a rent-charge of 70/. per anntm), 
British, payable to the master and 
his successors, charged on the e.states 
of the founder in the county of Mo- 
naghan, now in the possession of the 
Marquis of Bath. This grant was 
originally designed for the educa- 
tion of the chddren of the tenants 
resident on the Weymouth estate, 
in the barony of Farney ; but it ap- 
pears, that this privilege has not 
been generally claimed by them. 
The late master, the Rev. Doctor 
Shields, who was appointed in the 
year 1803, by the Marquis of Bath^ 
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having never had all together, more 
than seven free scholars, though he 
has stated to us, that he has never 
refflsed an application for their ad- 
mittance. Dr. Shields, at the time 
of hi< examination before us, in 
May, I80y, hid in his school forty- 
seven boarders, and eleven day. 
sch'lars, one of whom was a free 
scholar; and almost all hisday-scho- 
'ars were if the Roman Cattiolic re- 
iigion. Hrs terms were as follows: 
twenty-eight guineas per annum, 
and five guineas entrance, for board- 
ers; and four guineas per annum, 
and one gitinea entrance, for day- 
■cholars. The course of instruction 
is classical, with the usual opportu- 
nities of instruction in mathematics, 
French, &c. 

It appears, that when the late 
master was appointed, the school- 
house was in very bad repair ; that 
it had been put into order by him 
at a considerable expense, a small 
part of which was defrayed by the 
Marquis of Bath, out of his private 
bounty. The school-house is stated 
to us to be capable of containing 
fifty boarders, with a very spacious 
School room. The play-ground, and 
eight acres of land, and the site of a 
part of the offices of this school, 
(in which an infirmary is included,} 
are not a partot the endowment, but 
rented by the master at 34/. per an- 
num. Dr. Shields had three classi- 
cal assistants, one at [00/. per an- 
num, another at 30/. per annum, 
with board and lodging, also an un- 
der usher at \U. per annmm, and 
board and lodging, besides a French 
master at 80/. per annum, and a 
writing master at 40/. The pupils 
are charged four guineas additional 
price yearly for French, and two 
guineas ior writing. 

By the original deed of endow- 
ment, the Primate of Ireland, the 
Bishop of Clogher, the Provost of 
Ti^nity College, and tbeir succes- 



sors, are appointed visitors of this 
school, which is extri^inely well 
situated in every respect, llitte being 
no great public classical school with- 
in twenty miles of Carrickmacross. 
It does not appear, that there are 
any particular statutes or regulations 
for the government of this school. 

The late master, Doctor Shields, 
appears to us to have devoted himself 
sedulously to the discharge of his 
duty. His establishmt.nt, in point 
of assistants, was very liberal, com- 
pared with the rates usually paid in 
Ireland; and the school has risen in 
character since his appointment to 
the head of it; and in consequence 
of his very good character, and his 
abilities as a classical teacher, he 
has been lately appointed by ihe 
members of the board of Erasmus 
Smith, master of the school of 
Drogheda, the principal school of 
their foundation, and the greater 
part of his scholars have followed 
him to that place, where he has al- 
ready a very flourishing school. . la 
consequence of Doctor Shield's pro- 
motion, the Reverend S. Heatly has 
been appointed in May last to the 
mastership of the school, by the 
Marquis of Bath, with the same in- 
come of 70/. per annum British. 
This gentleman has twelve boarders, 
and nineteen day scholars : he has 
represented to us, on oath, that the 
roof of the school- house, owing to 
the removal, previous to his appoint- 
ment, of a party wall, to enlarge 
the dormitories, is in a dangerous 
state ; and that many repairs ara 
indispensably necessary for the safe- 
ty of the roof, and to pot the whole 
concern in proper order; that he 
has had an estimate made by a 
builder of the expense of these re- 
pairs, which amounts to 243/, 5s ed. 
and which estimate he thinks a 
moderate one; By the original 
grant, made about a century ago, 
the master is bound to keep th« 
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buildings, which ave numerous and 
spacious, in repair; but tve are of 
opinion, that it will not be in the 
power of Mr. Heatly, out of his pre- 
sent salary, as schoolmaster, to put 
the schoot-bouse in complete order, 
agreeably to the estimate for that 
purpose, which he laid before ns; 
and, therefore, we are apprehen- 
sive, that unless he receives some 
assistance, the schuol-bouse and 
other buildings may fall to decay. 
He has expressed his readiness to 
vs, should the concerns be once put 
into complete repair for him, to keep 
them in good condition. 

Kilkmnt) School, or College. 
The endowment of this founda> 
tion consists of a house, and two 
acres and three roods of land, con- 
tiguous thereto, together with a rent- 
charge of 1 40/. per annum, payable 
to the master and his successors for 
ever ; and charged on certain estates 
in land, and tyihes belonging to the 
Ormond family in the county of Kil- 
kenny and Queen's County. The 
school, or college of Kilkenny, as 
it is commonly called, was founded 
by James Duke of Ormond, in the 
year 168i, who, by deed, bearing 
iiate the 18th of March, granted to 
certain trustees, and their heirs and 
assigns for ever, a large mansion- 
liouse, and a meadow adjoining, 
for the use of a school ; and vested 
in thcni certain rectories and tythes 
jn the counties before-mentioned, to 
pay out of the first rents or issues 
thereof \iOL yearly forever to the 
schoolmaster for his own mainte- 
nance, and for the oiaintenahce of 
one or more usher or ushers, to be 
chosen or employed by such mas- 
ter; and to the intent, that there 
shall be so much laid out from time 
to time as shall be necessary to re- 
pairs ; and if his majesty, bis heirs 
or successors, at the re<]uest of the 
«aid Duke, aud of the visitors, shall 



be pleased to make the said school a 
free school, and to erect a corpora- 
tion for the government thereof, ac- 
corditig to the statutes made by the 
said Duke, then and in such case th& 
said Duke empowers the trustees to 
make a conveyance of the premises 
to such corporation. According to. 
one of these statutes, the master was 
to be chosen by the founder, and 
the heirs male of his body, Dukes of 
Orraond, who were to be patrons 
and governors; but upon failure of 
such issue, the provost, fellows and 
scholars of Trinity College, Dublin, 
were to be patrons and governors j 
the Bishops of Ossory and of Leigh- 
lin and Ferns, together with the said 
Provost, all for the time being, to 
be visitors, and to visit yearly if 
they see occasion, who then (inter 
alia,) if there be foundation scholars, 
shall choose them for the university. 
The master is by the statutes to 
charge the rates of the most remark<- 
able school in Dublin, but for the 
children of the inhabitants of Kil- 
kenny half as much: children in 
the service of the Duke of Ormond 
to be admitted gratis. Visitors may 
recommend boys, for whose tabling, 
persons out of charity may be dis- 
posed to pay, to be ta»ght gratis. 

By the failure of the issue male 
of the body of the Duke of Ormond, 
the government and patronage of 
the school devolved upon the pro- 
vost and boai^d of ft Hows of Trinity 
College, Dublin, in or about the 
year 1773, when they appointed 
Dr. John Ellison schoolmaster. The 
house having been at that period 
nearly in ruins. Dr. Ellison, upon 
two or three applications made by 
him to the Irish House of Commons, 
obtained grants of sums of money 
to the amount of 5,064/., to be laid 
ODt in building a new one. Accord- 
ingly, the present spacious and 
noble school-house was erected uij- 
der the superintendence of Dr. £!• 
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lison; it is situated at the entrance 
of tbe town of Kilkenny, on the 
banks of the river opposite to the 
castle of the Earl of Ormond; it is 
built of stone in the most permanent 
manner, and is capable of contain- 
ing eighty boarders in single beds ; 
it has every convenient office an- 
nexed to it. The concern is kept 
in repair by tbe master, and is stat- 
ed t« US to be now in excellent 
order. 

The Reverend Doctor Pack was 
appointed master by tbe Provost and 
Board of Trinity College, in 179a. 
He stated npon bis examination be- 
fore us, on the Uthof May, 1809, 
that he had at that period twenty 
boarders, and twenty.four day-scho- 
lars, but no free-scholars. He had 
just before had seven nWre scholars,, 
whom he had lately entered into the 
university of Dublin ; his terms were 
thirty guineas a-year for boarders, 
and six guineas entrance ; and four 
guineas per annum* and one en- 
trance, for day-scholars. He kept 
two classical assistants, at a salary 
of 50/. each per annum, with board 
and lodging. He stated also, that 
the Bishop of Ossory and the late 
Provost of Trinity College, Doctor 
Hail, had at different times inspect- 
ed his school as visitors. That pre- 
vious to the year of the rebellion, 
in 1798, his school had been more 
numerous, having had at that period 
forty-three boarders, ten of whom 
were of the Roman Catholic religion; 
but that since that period he had 
never had but one of that persuasion, 
f here is at present a classical acade- 
my kept by a Roman Catholic cler- 
gyman in tbe town of Kilkenny, in 
which young Roman Catholics in- 
tended for their priesthood are edu- 
cated. The plan of instruction 
varies little at Kilkenny .school from 
those adopted in the other great 
classical schools in Ireland; and it 
appears to us, that Dr. Pack has re- 



gularly and carefully attended to the 
duties of his situation. Doctor Pack 
having in 1809 resigned the master- 
ship of this school, the Rev. Andrew 
O'Callaghan was appointed master 
of it in the month of Januar)', 1810. 
We have received a return of the 
state of this school up to the 6th of 
March, 1812, by which it appears, 
that Mr. O'Callaghan has forty-six 
boarders in the house, and thirty- 
nine day-scholars, two of the former 
and five of the latter are Roman 
Catholics, and four of his day-scho- 
fars are f^ee, Mr. O'Callaghan has 
a head usher at a salary of 100/. per 
annum, and two others, one at 80/. 
and the other at 40 guineas per an- 
num, besides an English assistant at 
50/. per annum. His terms are thir- 
ty.fourgnineas a-year for each board- 
er, and six guineas entrance ; and 
for day-scholars, six guineas a-year, 
with one guinea entrance. This 
school-house, one of the largest and 
most convenient buildings of the de- 
scription in Ireland, is kepi in re- 
pair at the expense of the master, 
there being no provision made by 
the statutes for repairs. 

There are statutes or regulations 
framed by the illustrious founder, 
as already mentioned, fur the go- 
vernment of this school, but subject 
to alteration, at the discretion of tba 
visitors, who have, in some very fevnr 
instances, varied the original rules; 
as, for example, in raising the term; 
for day-scholars from half a guinea, 
the rate prescribed by the founder, 
to one guinea per quarter; hut thesQ. 
alterations appear not to have been 
made by vcriting, a practice, for ob- 
vious reasons, not to be approved, 
of. 

Middlelon School, 

A school was founde<l at Middle- 
ton, in the County of Cork, in the 
year 1096, by Elizabeth, Conntess 
of Orkney, who, by deed, bearing 
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date the 23d of October, in that 
year, conveyed certain lands in the 
County of Cork to Allen Broderick, 
and Lawrence Clayton, Esquires, in 
trust, to build a school-house, with 
all suitable conveniencies, in the 
town of Middleton, and to be called 
a free-school there ; and the said 
deed directs that the majority of the 
governors of the said school should 
appoint, from time to time, head 
masters, ushers, and writing-masters, 
at the salaries following : 

£. 
Head master . . . . .100 

An usher 20 

Writing-master, whether the 

same be the usher or not 20 
That there shoud be laid by 
for repairs, and contingent 

charges 10 

ADd for exhibitions to the 
University, no one exhibi- 
tion to exceed Ibl. . . 50 

The said Countess appoints certain 
persons named in the said deed to the 
number of seven, and their heirs, 
together with the Bishop of Cork, 
and sovereign of the town of Mid- 
dleton, both for the time being, go- 
vernors of the said school, and its 
revenues, and upon the death of 
any one or more of the said gover- 
nors, the major part of the survivors 
then present are empowered to elect 
a n«-w governor or governors. 

The estates which form the en- 
dowment of this school, and which 
are stated to us to contain two thou- 
sand acres, have been let for lives, 
renewable for ever, in two separate 
leasts, each at the yearly rent of 
100/., and a fine ot 25/ at the fall 
of every lite ; one of said leases, 
as we are informed, was made in the 
year 1710; the other about two 
years afterwards. But the powers 
ondtr which these leases were grant- 
ed we have not been able to as- 
certain, but we think the subject 



one worthy of investif;ation. The 
lands are stated to us by the preser^t 
master, to be now vvorih 2,000/. 
per annum. There is a school-hoiiso 
belonging to this endowment, capa- 
ble of containing fifty boarders. It 
is stated to us by the master, and by 
our secretary, who have inspected 
it, to be very old, having been built 
above a century ago, and to be now 
in very bad repair, the roof requir- 
ing to be renewed and slated ; a 
large garden, and an acre of gronnd, 
are annexed to the endowment ; be- 
sides which there are twenty acres of 
land, worth, as stated by the master 
to us, five pounds per acre, let -to 
him by Lord Middleton, at the low- 
rent o( thirty shillings. 

The Rev. Richard Grier r» the 
present master of this school, to 
which he was appointed in the year 
1799, by the Archbishop of Cashel, 
the late Earl of Shannon, the late 
Bishop of Cork, Doctor Stopford, 
and the then sovereign of Middle- 
ton, the governors of the school. 
The VI aster stated his income to us 
to consist of the following salary 
and allowances: 100/. per annum, 
salary, as master ; 40/. per annum, 
allowed for an usher; 10/. as agent 
-for receiving the present income of 
the endowment ; 10/. per annum for 
repairs; and four exhibitions of 10/. 
each, paid upon the entrance of 
each boy into College, but which is 
withdrawn, as the master has stated 
to us, if the lad does not obtain a 
Scholarship ; but there are excep- 
tions to the rigid compliance with 
this rule. The surplus of tlie exhi- 
bitions, when not claimed, is devot- 
ed, according to his statement to us, 
to the repairs of the house, and ac- 
counted for to the governors, who 
are also empowered to dispose of ibis 
forty pounds per annum for other 
charitable purposes, as they shall 
think fit : It is to be observed, there 
was one lad enjoying the exhibition 
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•f 15/., when we examined Mr. 
Grief, in May, 1809. The master 
has further stated, that the casual 
surplus of these exhibitions, toge- 
ther with the 10/. allowed him regu- 
larly for repairs, is not sufficient to 
keep the buildings in complete or- 
der, but mt*rely suffices to keep the 
house habitable, it beinjj so old, and 
requiring constant repairs. Mr. 
Grier had but six boarders, and 
eight day-.«'.;holars, at the time of 
his examination before us, two of 
whom were Roman Catholics. Four 
of his scholars had just left him, 
two of whom he h-^A entered into 
the university : he had no free scho- 
lars. He is bound to nisiruct any 
poor lad recommended by the go- 
vernors, but none have been lately 
recommended. Mr. Grier has one 
classical assistant, to whom he pays 
forty guineas per annum, (40/. of 
wbi<"h is allowed by the governors, 
as already stated.) with board and 
lodging : His terms are thirty gui- 
neas per annum, and five entrance, 
for boarders; and eight guineas a 
year, with one entrance, for day- 
scholars ; for French and dancing 
there are extra charges of four gui- 
nea.s per annum each, and two gui- 
neas for writing and arithmetic. 
The course of instruction is the usual 
classical one, preparatory to en- 
trance into the University, with 
the addition of Euclid and Logic 
and a good course of instruction 
in English. This School has great- 
ly declined in point of nnm')ers ; 
for we find, that in the year 1733, 
under a former master, it contained 
sixty five boarders; in 1788, it con- 
tained but ten boarders, and ei^^ht 
dav-scholars ; and the present mas- 
ter had, when wc examined him, 
only fourteen boys altogether ; but 
he stated to us that he had at one 
time forty-seven boarders. He at- 
tributes this decline to what he calls 
the flucluatioa of schools, and 19 the 



bad state of the school-house. O- 
ther causes may have combined. 
There are several large classical 
schools kept by private individuals 
in its neighbourhood, one very con- 
siderable one at Fermoy, which is 
but fifteen, miles from Middleton ; 
two at Yougball ; one also six miles 
from Middleton ; and another with- 
in five miles of it, the master of 
which is a Roman Catholic clergy- 
man. The governors.of this school 
are the visitors. There are no par- 
ticular statutes, except those rules 
relative to the exhibition, and th^ 
admittance of free scholars recom- 
mended by the governors, as already 
stated. 

A Mr. Harris, of Cork, left the 
profit-rents of two houses in Cork, 
in the year 1723, (their value not 
specified) for the establishment of a 
mathematical lectureship, upon cer- 
tain conditions, at this school ; but 
the bequest has never been paid to 
this endowment, for what reason we 
are uninformed. 

Corporation School, Wattrford City. 
We have not been able to trace 
the history of this endowment, and 
according to the conception of the 
present master, whom we examined 
in May, 1 809, it is optional on the 
part of the corporation of Waterford, 
whether to allow any salary or not ; 
they have never, however, refused 
to pay the master of this school ; (or 
i( appears, that one hundred pounds 
per annum has been annually paid 
by the corporation, bj' orders oa 
their city chamberlain, to the mas- 
ter for the time being, who is like- 
wise bound, in consideration of this 
salary, to preach and read prayers 
on every Sunday, in Saint Olave's 
CIturch in that city ; the occasional 
duties of the parish beiiig discharg- 
ed by a curate. The present mas- 
ter, the Rev John Fra.ser, was ap- 
pointed by the corporation of Wa^. 
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terford, in the year 1793, by an 
ortJer entered in the corporation 
hooks. The school-house consists of 
two adjoining tenements, situate in 
Stephen-Street in Waterford, one of 
which was purchased by the corpora- 
tion, (in what year we are not inform- 
ed,) and the other erected by thera at 
an expense of about 1,300/. They 
are capable of accommodating sixty 
boarders, bat are stated to have 
been at the time of our examination 
of the master, in bad repair ; and 
what repairs hav« been made have 
been exectited at the expense of the 
XBaster. There were in the school 
in 1809, six boarders, and twenty 
day-scholars, none of which are 
free : nor does it appear that any 
such privilege is. claimed. Mr. Fra- 
Ber's terms are, for boarders, thirty 
guineas per annum, and six guineas 
entrance ; for day-scholars that learn 
latin, six guineas per annum, and 
for English scholars four, and one 
guinea entrance for both, with the 
tisual opportunities for instruction in 
arithmetic, French, dancing, &c. 
upon paying for the same. It ap- 
pears that this master has had here- 
tofore at one time fifty-five scholars, 
of which twenty-three were board- 
ers ; at present he has no usher or 
classical assistant. It does not ap- 
pear that there are any statutes or 
regulations for the government of 
this sciiool, nor any visitors, unless 
the members of the corporation of 
\Vaterford, in whom the appoint- 
ment is vested, are to be considered 
Its such ; nor has any other endow- 
ment or bequest been made for the 
use of this school, except an exhi- 
bition of 15/., given by the will of 
the late Doctor Dow nes, of Water- 
ford, for the use of a student in Tri- 
nity College, till he shall have ar- 
rived at the standing of A.M., such 
student to be, from time to time, 
elected in the manner, and subject 
to tbe conditions set forth in Dr. 



Downe's will. The course is much 
the satBe as that pursued in most- 
of tbe classical schools in Ireland. 
There are two other classical schools, 
but not upon any foundations, kept 
by private individuals, in the city of 
Waterford. 

Dundalk School, 
This fendowinent, situate in the 
town of Dundalk, and County of 
Louth, consists of a school- house, 
capable of containing twenty-five 
boarders, built by the corporation 
of Dundalk, and one acre of land 
granted by them for tbe use of the 
master, together with an annuity of 
fifty pounds per annum, payable to 
the master and his successors by the 
£arl of Roden, who inherited the 
estates of the late Earl of Clanbrassil. 
This annuity was granted in con- 
se(|uence of a compact entered ihto 
between the late Earl of Clanbrassil, 
and the corporation, soon after the 
time of the original foundation of 
the school ; the latter having given 
to the former a part of certain com- 
mons near the town, which were 
their property, upon condition that 
the Earl of Clanbrassil would endow 
this school with fifty pounds per 
annum ; and oblige the master to 
educate the sons. of the freemeu of 
the corporation for half-a-guinea per 
quarter each. The Reverend Ger- 
vais Finlay is the present master 
of this school ; he was appointed by 
the late Earl of Ciaubrassil, the 9th 
of September, 1787. He had, when 
we examined bim in May, 1809, 
thirty six scholars, fourteen of whoia 
vifere boarders, and of his day-scho- 
lars fourteen availed themselves of 
tbe privilege of the grant in favour 
of the sons of freemen, and paid 
two guineas per annum for their 
education ^ the other day scholars 
paid four guineas per annum, aud 
one entrance ; and his hoarders 
twenty>four guineas a year, and five 
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entrance. At this school Mr* Pin- 
lay has formerly had forty eight 
scholars, of whom seventeen were 
boarders. The scholars have the 
usual opportunities of instruction in 
French, &c. from masters who at- 
tend, and on reasonable terms. 
There are two assistants kept at the 
expense of the roaster* at the salaries 
of 25/. per annum each, with board 
and lodging, the one a classical as- 
sistant, and the other a teacher of 
*vritiilg and mathematics. It ap- 
pears that the school bouse is kept 
in repair by the master ; peculiar at- 
tention appears to have been paid 
by Mr. Finlay, to the religious in- 
struction of his pupils, and to the 
appropriate employment of Sunday ; 
there are two other classical schools, 
but not upon any foundations, kept 
in the town of Dondalk, one by a 
Dissenter, the other by a Roman 
Catholic, the latter a very consider- 
able one. 

Lismore School. 

There is a small endowment fof 
a school at Lismore, which was 
founded in the year 1610. by the 
Earl of Cork, who endowed it with 
a rent-charge of 30/. per annum, 
and half an acre of (and. There 
is a school-house capable of con- 
taining sixty boarders ; the Duke of 
Devonshire is the present patron of 
this school, by whom the present 
roaster, the Reverend Thomas Crau- 
ford, viras appointed in the year 
1774, and who had formerly a very 
flourishing classical school, and en- 
tered a great number of young men 
in the college of Dublin^ who were 
a credit to bis foundation ; but ow- 
ing to his great age and intirmities, 
there are no scholars at present edu- 
cated at this endowment. 

Bandmi School, 
There is a classical school at Bait- 
don, endowed by an Earl of Cork 

BELFAST MAG, MO. I,, Jg fe 



and Burlington, in the year 16)0. 
The endowment is twenty pounds 
annually, a rent-charge on the es- 
tates of the founder, to which the 
Duke of Devonshire, as is stated to 
H», gives every year a similar sum 
of 20/. The Reverend William Sul- 
livan is the present Master ; he in- 
habits a house lately built by order 
of the late Duke, for which he is to 
pay an annual rent proportioned to 
the expense of the building ; what 
this rent is we have not been inform- 
ed ; the master has at present, twen- 
ty boarders, and twenty-five day- 
scholars ; he has one classical assis- 
tant ; no stipulation is made in the 
endowment for the gratuitous edu- 
cation of any scholars. 

Kinsale School. 
There is in the town of Kirisale, 
a classical' school, endowed in 1767, 
by Lord de Cliftbrd, with a salary 
of fifty pounds per annum, toge- 
ther with a large house, formerly 
the residence of his ancestor, Mr. 
Southwell. The house had been 
suHered to go much to decay, but 
is now tinder repair at his Lordship's 
expense, and will be capable of ac- 
commodating a considerable number 
of Boarders.- The school-master is 
the Reverend John Stewart, Who 
has been lately appointed, upon the 
resignation of Mr Markam, who 
(his state of health not permitting 
him to perform the duties ef the 
school) retired with the full salary 
by stipulation With Mr. Stewart. 
The school was kept in 1810 in Mr. 
Stewart's private house, wherein he 
isootabletoacconimodate more than 
two or three boarders ; he had then 
about thirty day-scholars. The boys 
educating at this school, are the 
sons of the neighbouring gentlemen, 
and wealthier class of shop-keepers. 

Caslkbar. 
i'here was a classical school kept 
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in the town of Castlebar, in the year 
1798 J this was a veiy snmll enclovv- 
ment of twenty pounds per annum, 
given by Lord Lucan ; but soon 
after that year this schnol was dis- 
continued, and there is now no clas- 
sical school in Castlebar^ as we are 
informed. 

CliarkviUe School. 

This school was endowed by the 
ancestors of Lord Cork ; in what 
year we have been unable to trace. 
'I'he original deed of endow'm.eiit 
has been slated to us to have been 
destroyed by tire) and is not regis- 
tered. We find from a dociinient 
in our possession, drawn up by a 
niember ol the former Board of 
Education in 1778, that in that 
year. there were in Charleville the 
ruins of a large school-house, which 
was destroyed by tire. The endow- 
ment is forty pounds a year, paid 
by the present Lord Cork, who is 
Stated to be very anxious that this 
school should flourish. We are in- 
formed, that there is at present a 
toniniodioiiS school-house, and that 
Lord Cork accommodates the master 
vvith a house and garden, at a low 
rent, for his habitation. A Mr. 
Wiiieti is the present master ; he 
has eight boarders, and twenty day- 
boys. 

Lifford School. 

A school was endowed here by 
Sir Richard Hansard, in the reign 
of James the L, who by will charg- 
ed his estate with thirty pouiids per 
annum, for a master ; and twenty 
pounds for an usher of a grannnar 
school at Liflord. There was in the 
year 1788, a small house for the 
master, and another for the usher, 
and a school-house which tould ac- 
coniniodate ten boarders, ac<ordir)g 
to a document belonging to the for- 
mer Board of 1778 in our possession. 
1 he Rev. Mr. Knox enjoy* thirty 



pounds per annum, the salary of 
the endowment, of which he was 
appointed master many years since, 
by L<nd Erne, the proprietor of the 
Hansard estate. At present, by his 
account, there is a .school- house de- 
tached, and another large house, 
which IS divided between him, and 
a Mr. M'Crea, an old man, and a 
land surveyor, who receives the 
usher's salary of twenty pounds per 
annum, and who employs an En* 
glish master at a salary of six pounds 
per ainium, and the profits of the 
scholars, to teach writing and arith- 
metic to about thirty of the children. 
The present master has stated to 
us, that he has made efforts to ob- 
tain scholars, but without success, 
there being .several classical schools 
of ;j;ood reputation near the town 
and its neighbourhood. The house 
and .school house are kept in repair 
by him. He states that upon his 
appointment he found them in very 
bad condition, and has laid out a 
considerable sum in repairs. It is 
evident however, that the intentions 
of the founder in establishing a clas- 
sical school at Litlbrd are not now 
carried into execution. 

Clonakilly School. 

A classical school has been recent* 
ly established at Clonakilty, in the 
County of Cork, by the' Earl of 
Shannon, who contracted for the 
building of a school-house, suffici- 
ently large to accommodute thirty 
boarders, for which his Lordship 
pays a rent of sixty pounds per an- 
num. Ii was opened in 1808, and 
the Reverend H. W. Slewait was 
appointed master by his Lordship ; 
there is a play ground of more than^ 
half an acre, besides a garden be- 
longing to the school house. This 
school having met with great en- 
couragement in consequence of the 
characier of the present master, he 
ha» been obliged to enlarge bis ac< 
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commodation for boanlers, by tak- 
ing an adjoiniup house, for which 
he pays a rent of forty pounds per 
annum, besides which he ha' erect- 
ed a spacious school-rnoin, adjoin- 
ing to the original school-house. 
The two bou?es are novv capable of 
3Ccornmo(Jating nearly an l>uiidred 
boarders. The number at present 
consists of fifiy-.six, in addition to 
whicb be has twelve day -scholars. 
He has three resident assistants, be- 
sides masters for French, writing 
and dancing, who attend the sch()< I. 
The terms of bijard and tgition aie 
not stated in the return jiiade to us 
of this school ; which is at present 
one of the largest and most repu- 
table endowed classical seminaries 
in the South of Ireland. 
Rathfarnham. 
Richard Wetheral, by will, dated 
24lh of April, 175?, devised certain 
lands, &c. for the purpose of build- 
ing a school- house for a grammar- 
school at Rathfarnham, near Dub- 
lin, and paying a salary to a school- 
master. This charity has never 
been carried into effect. A suit was 
instituted in 1788 for the proper 
application of this bequest ; why it 
has failed, or was discontinued, we 
have not been able to ascertain. 

W. Armagh. (l s) 

Jas. Killall*. (i-.s-) 

Isaac CofiRV. (<-» ) 

Thos. Elkington, Provost (f. s ) 
Jas. Wuitelaw. (l.s.) 

R. L. Edgevvorth. (l s.) 

J. Leslie Foster. (l s ) 

{A Correct Copy.) 
J. CoBNEiLLE, Secy. 

lJuhlin, March 9th, 1 S 1 2. 



For the Eletfust i\ioiit/ilj/ Magazine. 

OBSERVATIONS ADDRESSED TO LIBER- 
TINES. 

I BEHELD the libertine, with un- 
blushing eftroiitery raise, as it 



were, the " atheist-laugh," at the 
mention of subjects the most impor- 
tant that can possibly engage the 
mind of man ; and with a kind of 
faiicitd triumph, as if confident of 
being secure from the stroke of 
mortality, mock at the serious views 
truth gives of the approach of death, 
1 was shocked at the scene, and was 
inclined mentally thus to address 
beings of this class, " How little 
you know of yourselves, ancj of the 
situationirnvhichyou stand. You vains- 
ly imagine you are wise; but, alas! 
your language and conduct manifest 
the most profound ignorance, anfl 
dispositions, hardened almost beyond 
hope of amendment, amounting, in 
my opinion, to little less than bid- 
ding defiance even to Omnipotence 
itseFf ! The disregard of those subr 
jects which are now made the sport 
of your ridicule, may ime day, and 
that ere long, prove your insup- 
portable burden. When sickness 
assails, and death in prospect ap. 
pears, you are, notwithstanding your 
boasteti bravery, among the first to 
tremble at his approach. With all 
the tiorrors ot an awakened consci- 
ence (hitherto overlooked amidst the 
giddy round of sinful indulgences,) 
recollection dwells on past scene.s, 
and with dread alarm is viewed the 
termination of your guilty pleasures. 
That peace, known only to the gooil 
and wise, is hid from your vievv, 
and without one ray to gild the 
melancholy gloom, you end your 
miserable career. Libertines, en- 
feebled in body and mind by the 
eflects of intemperance, often end 
their career as miserable votaries of 
superstition." 

Having an occasion lately of ob- 
serving the daring levity of some 
of these votaries of profanity and 
dissipation, I mourned over theic 
fully, and turning aside, penned the 
foregoing. It may probably meet 
the eye of some for vvhuni it is is;- 



